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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Sylvan Source Names Lawrence Dubois to Board of Directors 
Scientist Joins Distinguished Roster of Directors for Ultra-Clean Water Company 

 

SUNNYVALE, Calif., June 15, 2006 – Sylvan Source, the provider of breakthrough 

ultra-clean water systems, today announced that Dr. Lawrence H. Dubois has joined the 

company’s board of directors. Dr. Dubois serves as vice president of SRI International’s 

Physical Sciences Division, leading more than 160 scientists in developing and 

commercializing technologies that help solve energy, environmental, healthcare, national 

security, and transportation problems. As the newest member of the Sylvan Source board 

of directors, Dr. Dubois joins a distinguished roster of successful executives with 

extensive experience in technology, traditional and renewable energy, water technology, 

operations, and finance. 

 

“We are delighted by Dr. Dubois’ decision to join the Sylvan Source board of directors,” 

said Laura Demmons, founder and CEO of Sylvan Source. “The wealth of expertise 

represented by our board will enable us to move the company forward successfully as we 

develop and market solutions for increasingly critical water quality issues.” 

 

Dr. Dubois has a distinguished career as a scientist. Before joining SRI, he served as 

director of the Defense Sciences Office at DARPA, and as a member of the technical 

staff at AT&T Bell Laboratories. He has authored more than 130 publications, holds 

numerous U.S. and foreign patents, and is the recipient of the Office of the Secretary of 

Defense Award for Outstanding Achievement and the Secretary of Defense Medal for 

Outstanding Public Service. Dr. Dubois earned a BS degree in chemistry from MIT and a 

Ph.D. in physical chemistry from the University of California, Berkeley. 



Dr. Dubois completes the group of outside board members who lend critical energy, 

water, technology and finance expertise to Sylvan Source. Other members of the Sylvan 

Source board of directors include Robert J. Frankenberg, Carl Bronstein, and John Sylvia.  

 

A member of the Silicon Valley Hall of Fame, Mr. Frankenberg is currently the chairman 

of Kinzan and has held top executive positions at Encanto Networks, Novell, and 

Hewlett-Packard. He serves as a member of the board of directors for ElectroGlas, 

National Semiconductor, Nuance Communications, and Secure Computing, as well as for 

several private companies. Widely published and a frequent speaker, Mr. Frankenberg 

has received numerous awards. 

 

Mr. Bronstein formed Bronstein Ventures, a private money venture capital advisory, in 

2000, where he led or participated in raising capital for numerous early-stage companies, 

including Sylvan Source. Prior to that he served at Merrill Lynch, Bear Stearns, Lehman 

Brothers, and Dakin Securities in executive roles. He holds a business economics degree 

from the University of California, Santa Barbara. 

 

John Sylvia is a founding partner of Aqua International Partners, L.P., a private equity 

fund sponsored by the Texas Pacific Group and focused on the water and alternative 

energy sector. Mr. Sylvia has spent more than 20 years in finance and operations, both in 

the U.S. and abroad. He has served as adjunct professor at the University of San 

Francisco, and as chief financial officer for Cal Energy Co., where he grew market 

capitalization to more than $2 billion. He earned a BS degree in finance and an MBA 

from Santa Clara University, California. 

 

Sylvan Source has begun shipping its M-600 ultra-clean water system, which integrates 

degassing, distillation, and demisting technologies into a unique multi-step cleaning 

process. The M-600 is currently the only home drinking water treatment system to 

achieve NSF/ANSI Standard 62 certification and it is the first distillation-based, ultra-

clean water treatment system to earn certification from the International Association of 



Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO). The M-600 is available through a national 

network of premier home appliance distributors and dealers. 

 

About Sylvan Source 

Sylvan Source delivers technically advanced ultra-clean water systems designed for 

residential and industrial use. Sylvan Source products produce breakthrough water 

quality and eliminate the use of chemicals, filters, and membranes to assure consistent 

water quality and delicious taste over time. Founded in 2003, the company is 

headquartered in Sunnyvale, California and is privately held. For more information, 

please visit www.sylvansource.com. 

 

# # # 


